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Sustainable Understanding i August 2008

My understanding of sustainability is comprehensive and
current
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Sustainable Understanding i August 2008

| can easily incorporate sustainable concepts in to my lesson
plans with the information I currently have
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Sustainable Understanding i August 2008

| research what current information says about sustainability in
order to use this information in my lessons
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September - January

1 SCD Team meetings

1 Inclusion of new ideas In a variety
of classrooms

+ Education of staff about sustainable

concepts
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February - March

Gladstone Center for Children and Families

Kindergarten

Environmental recycling (paper, cans/bottles)
Community Garden in the works

safe food storage in camping (Bear unit)

Economic reduced paper towel use in bathrooms

Social Equity portion size at lunch

Black History month (literature, signs
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1 How Is sustainability taught in a
technology class?
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200r Education of the people-There are not a lot of people who know

e computer recycling process. They might mean well in recycling there
computers hoping its done the right way. But they have no clue of the
harmful effects that were causing in arias of China and other third world
countries with landfills of computers ,the effect on the environment and the
harm to those recycling computers improperly there.

@ Consumerism- We as the US Like to have the biggest the newest and the
best. In order to keep business companies have to put out new products in
order to keep business. This results in build up of computers that are
unwanted or discarded because they are not the highest possible grade.

@ Upgrades happen to fast to keep up- Unfortunately we as consumers
demand the newest best and biggest. In order to keep business companies
have to put out products quickly or they are over taken by another company.
If they are over taken by another company and go out of business then lots
of people will lose there jobs and there will be a fall in the computer
economies.

@ Poorest of the people physically harmed by poor practices- The people
recycling computers have to make some sort of money in order to

continue doing it. Its also cheaper to have a third world countries do the
job instead of keeping the jobs in the US. So many of the people are

doing the jobs without the right equipment plus not being paid very much.




So what can you do?

1 Think about what you teach I what
can be related to:

The environment
Economics
Social equity

Sustainability

Environment



School Board Goal

nNbuit ld the capacity fo
thinking by providing opportunities for

teachers, staff, and students to gain

knowledge from experts in the various

flelds of sustainability. Once this

knowledge is gained it will be shared

with and applied by members of the

Gl adstone Communityo




School Board Goal

What do they want?
A Nbbiuitledaptchoe forchaprascoriany=d fhok

How do we do this?

A by providing opportunities for-teachers; staff,
and' students to ‘gain-knowledge from experts.dn
the various fieldsof sustainability.

What do we do with it?

A Once thisknowledgeds gaineditwill'be shared
withhand @pplied-hy members of the Gladstone
Commuini tyo
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How to get the movement started
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GLADSTONE SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Gladstone School District began its sustainability journey with
several teachers, who became involved with regional sustainability
issues after sending student groups to participate in state-wide
conferences on issues like ocean energy and biofuels. As partnerships
for continued involvement began to be established, the district
became more committed to sustainability with the start of
construction projects for an Applied Science and Technology Center
at Gladstone High School and the Gladstone Center for Children
and Families. It was determined that these would strive to be LEED-
certified projects—meaning the district selected an architectural
firm with experience in sustainable building design. They assembled
a large community advisory committee of experts. And the more
they learned, the more they realized could be done. Partnerships
developed with community organizations who also utilize these new
facilities, bringing advantages for both school and communiry.

As the 2008-2009 school year began, momentum was growing,.
The téichers proposed that the board adopt a “sustainability” goal
for 2008-2009 and beyond. A cross-curricular district committee
has been working on a K-12 sustainability curriculum that includes
economic and social equality issues, in addition to environmental
concerns. A part-time ‘teacher on special assignment’ position was
established for sustainability curriculum development and planning.
A project-based Environmental Leadership class was offered this
year at the high school, allowing the students to take care of the
day-to-day “green” operations as well as some larger projects. They
are also adding opportunities for students to interact with the
faciliries and sustainable technologies such as a solar photovoltaic
system. The superintendent has made this a clear priority for the

district and they are well on their way.



Current sustainable education In
Gladstone Schools

Gladstone High School - Social Studies

ASS || - Imperialism and expansion of the Western World -
cause/effect on social status, cultures, world and global
economics

ASS II' 1 US History - Industry and Imperialism - labor unions
involved in both social and economic sustainability

AWWI - Harlem Renaissance, The Great Depression

AWWII - cause/effect on social classes, cultures,
economic systems

ASS 11l - Conflict paper, Sustainability brochure I all areas of
sustainability are analyzed as relating to a specific
country/region



Current sustainable education |n
Gladstone Schools |

Gladstone High School 1
Family andrConsumen Studies

Foods: Textiles:

Arecycling (glass, food -
plastics ot rttggtria %%ttl%%) cans A ecycle use_d extra fabric
for rug making
Are -work a thrift store
garment

Afarm -to -table
Apartnered w/GCCF

Interior Design:

Anistorical housing and the practices involved in
building (i.e. cob vs. current practice)

A materials put together in an environmentally
friendly way

AOff gassing, VOCs, 2nd year students create an
environmentally  friendly house




